
Agenda Topics for 2018 Summer NM Workgroups

• What you need to know (Agencies) – Using the 2015-
590 Standard and Checklist

• Features SnapPlus 18 – Easy buttons; New Nutrient 
Application Planner screen with complete spreadable 
acres calculations; SnapMaps crop and other field map 
labels; merging polygons; merging and copying 
databases; daily log; Batch reports … (UW)

• Helpful Hints - handout (All)

• Additional discussion of nutrient management 
implementation issues Maximum Return to Nitrogen–
Should we update the SnapPlus default? (All) 
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Producer-Led 

Projects

2016: $242,550

2017: $197,065

2018: $558,246



PRACTICES AND ACTIVITIES

Start-up costs

Outreach and education events

Incentive payments for practices or equipment rentals:
Cover crops, buffers, reduced tillage, low disturbance manure injection, 
nutrient management, soil testing, farm walkovers

Research
Cover crops, nitrogen use efficiency, inline water drainage system

Recruitment/branding



Tracking progress examples

• Phosphorus reductions through 
Spreadsheet Tool for Estimating Pollutant 
Loads (STEPL) and SnapPlus

– Example: Horse Creek tracking cover crop implementation
• 2016: 875 acres 

– Estimated P load reduction of 650lbs

• 2017: 687 acres

– Estimated P load reduction of 506lbs 

– Example: Tracking acres of conservation through SnapPlus NM 
software

• Yahara Pride Farms Certification Program

• Combines fields into one database to track overall changes in PI,  soil loss and soil 
test P

• Over 30,000 acres covered on 37 farms

– From 2016 report: over 11,000lbs of estimated P reduction from cover crops, 
LDMI, strip till and headland stacking manure



Application materials

Applications due Monday, September 17 to Rachel.Rushmann@wi.gov

mailto:Rachel.Rushmann@wi.gov


Nutrient Management Farmer 
Education Grants

Tier 1 grants: up to $20,000. 
• Provides nutrient management and SnapPlus training to develop 590 compliant 

plans.
– Training includes: workshops, farm mapping, soil testing and manure spreader calibration. 

– Can be used for:

• Participant payments

• Administrative, training and support costs

Tier 2 grants: up to $2,500
• Offer nutrient management training and education but developing a 590 compliant 

plan isn’t required.
– Can be used for administrative, training and support costs

Applications available by January 31st of every year, due on April 15th of that same 
year.



SnapPlus2 ver.18
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Follows USDA NRCS WI 2015-590 Standard and UWEX Pub. 
A2809 Nutrient application guidelines for field, vegetable, and 
fruit crops in Wisconsin to protect farm profitability, water, and 
soil with nutrient application requirements 



You might see higher soil loss with Ver. 17 on fields 
with small grains – Why?

• Soil survey updates

Corrections to SnapPlus’s RUSLE2 management 
templates for small grains 

• RUSLE2 soil loss calculations did not 
include straw removal for barley, oats, rye, 
triticale, wheat – (grain+straw).  The 
consequence is that soil loss may be 
higher if grain and straw is harvested.  If 
the field exceeds T, then change past crop 
to grain only.  This will adjust the soil loss.  
In future years using the grain+straw will 
have the corrected erosion rates.
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Soil Tests and Field Names

• Naming Fields be sure to use letters, 
numbers, underscore, and spaces.  

• Do Not Use special characters.  This 
can causes the program to crash
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Soil test – nutrient credits = 
fertilizer to apply

DATCP Certified Soil Testing 
Laboratories 

1. A&L Great Lakes, Fort 
Wayne IN

2. AgSource, Bonduel WI

3. Dairyland, Arcadia WI

4. MVTL, New Ulm MN

5. Midwest Laboratories, 
Omaha, NE

6. Rock River, Watertown WI

7. UW-Madison Soil & Forage 
Analysis, Marshfield WI

All these labs are Manure 
Analysis Proficiency program 
participates
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• To merge every other contour 
strip into a single field - Merge 
the fields in the database using 
Tools > Merge fields and select 
fields to merge. The merge will 
now merge the geometry too. 
Once you merge on the desktop, 
then upload the new field to the 
map, the fields will be merged.

• To only export shape files for 
certain fields - Make a group of 
fields you want to export the 
shape files for, then upload those 
fields to the map and export the 
shape files.
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Easy Group Builder
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Nutrients Tab
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Manure Production
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Add Grazing Source
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Add Application
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Graze Rate
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Nutrient Application System
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Rotation Wizard 1st button

41



Spreadable Area
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If your field has areas where manure is prohibited in the 
winter, like within 300’ of wells or streams, then Spreadable 
Area located in the Nutrient Application Planner can help you 
apply to the allowable parts of the field in the winter.  It also 
allows you to apply manure or fertilizer to the winter 
restricted area in other seasons.



Cropping Screen - Winter Spreading

SnapPlus will select winter spreading strategies if it 
can be determined from the information already 
provided in the database or you can select two 
options for the winter application.  The NM6 Winter 
Spreading Plan will show the practices for the field.
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Run NM Plan Reports, NM2
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Go back to 
Cropping Tab to fix 

flags



Check Out Orange Flags
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Corn Starter Subsurface flag
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Manure then Fertilizer
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Rotation Wizard 2nd button



Add Lime
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Exceeding state standards ATCP 50.04 is only allowed if approved by either DATCP or DNR.   
A local governmental unit is responsible for analyzing the legal adequacy of its regulations.

Describes how farms need NM 
plan when offered cost share $ 
or without cost share if: 
1. Participating in the Farmland 

Preservation

2. Regulated by DNR WPDES

permit or local ordinance 

manure storage or livestock 

siting 

3. Accepting manure storage 

cost share   

4. Causing a significant 

discharge

– Meet T for fields and pastures
– Follow 590 NM plan
– Follow a 5’ to 20’ tillage setback from water
– Prevent direct runoff:  feedlots, feed, waste 

water, or manure storage to waters 
– Limit livestock access waters to maintain 

banks
– Follow manure storage technical stds. when 

constructing/ abandoning. Maintain to 
prevent leaking or overflow.

Near surface water or areas susceptible to 
groundwater contamination 
– Do not stack manure in an unconfined pile
– Divert clean water away from barnyards, 

feedlots, and manure storage

WI Agricultural Water Quality Performance Standards 
NR151 & ATCP 50 Wis. Admin. Codes

NR 151 Performance 
Standards

ATCP 50 conservation 
practices
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2018 SnapPlus Helpful Hints 

Questions for the participants: 

1. Given the corn price is around $3.00/bushel and nitrogen is around $0.40/pound, can we change the default 
Maximum Return To Nitrogen to .10.  The red flag will not show until the highest N rate of the MRTN range .05 
ratio is exceeded.  Should we update the MRTN default ratio? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Do you want a column for all the restrictions on a report?  

 
3. Do you want a report that tells you which fields have no N fall restrictions, and no SWQMA present? 

 
4. Do you want the NM Checklist as a report filling each item when possible? 


